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Saint!George's

The Parish Church of New Mills




Friends of 

St George’s Parish Churchyard 

New Mills

Do you…
have loved ones buried there?
Or…
do the war memorial and war graves mean a lot to you?
Or…
do you enjoy walking through the peaceful tree lined green space and appreciate its value to wild plants and birds?

Or….

Is local history your interest?
Then this is for you….
The inaugural meeting of the Friends of St George’s Churchyard is on Sunday 21st September 2008, at 11am, in St George’s Church, Church Road, New Mills

It is being launched with these aims
· To ensure a fitting setting for the memorials

· To provide a peaceful green space for the community

· To provide a haven for wildlife
The inaugural meeting

We will meet in church to adopt a constitution and form a management committee, then we will walk the churchyard to note points of interest and items for future development. 

Membership
Membership is open to individuals who support the aims of the Friends;  a subscription of £1 is requested towards administrative costs. (Donations also welcome!) Payment can be made at the inaugural general meeting.
Corporate membership is being offered to organisations who share one or more of our aims, such as schools, undertakers, local societies.
Activities 
A programme of regular working parties is underway – for some of them we are joined by High Peak Volunteer Rangers. Their help is most valued, and we would warmly welcome more volunteers as there is plenty to do! At present the focus is on keeping the hedges tidy and clearing saplings and suckers. 
During 2008 we have benefitted from the expertise of New Mills Natural History Society members John Hawksford and Tony Smith, who have carried out a survey of the wild plants present in the churchyard. While lichens are few, the variety of flowering plants is encouraging, with some plants of special interest present. The findings of the survey can be seen at www.newmillschurch.co.uk, - paper copies are available on request.
 Bird and bat boxes were erected in the spring of 2008. Some of the bird boxes have been used.  

Over a number of years, Marjorie Jones and other members of New Mills Local History Society painstakingly surveyed and recorded the memorials and inscriptions in the churchyard. These records can be seen at New Mills Library. 

High Peak Borough Council is responsible for the maintenance of the churchyard and we have worked with them to achieve various improvements over the past year, including better waste management, clearing the paths to the war memorial, and adjusting the grass cutting regime to help with the survey of wild plants.  Other improvements are planned.
The church field was not mown until late in the season to give flowering plants a chance to set seed, and it provided a memorable show of Lady’s Smock during the spring. Later the most visible flowers were those of reddish-brown grass. A serpentine path was mown across the filed to encourage visitors to look at the flowers, and has been much enjoyed.

In the next few months the focus in the churchyard will move towards preparing for Remembrance Day. In addition to the town’s war memorial, the churchyard contains various war graves.
We are working to develop a management plan to maintain and enhance the churchyard in accordance with our three aims  
If you would like further information, please contact the vicar of New Mills, Revd John Baines, on 01663 743225

I would like to join the Friends of St George’s Churchyard 
Name.…….……………………………………………….

Address……………...……………………………………

………………………………………….…………………

………………………Postcode…………..…………….

Telephone………………………………………………..

Email………………………………..…………………….
Signature……………………………Date………………
Have you enclosed £1 membership subscription?
(you can pay at the general meeting or any working party

or other time convenient)
 






YES / NO
Would you like to be notified of working parties?

                                                                           YES / NO

Have you any special interests or skills that you would like to offer to this project?  If so please give details.
If you would like to join but are not coming to the meeting, please return to: Friends of St George’s Churchyard, c/o St George’s Parish Office, Parish Hall, Church Lane, New Mills, High Peak SK22 4NP

